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hidden meanings Each of them on becoming head of the
family adopted a private crest of his own which he used in
addition to the family one. Thus Cosimo's crest was three
peacock's feathers (intended to signify the three cardinal
virtues he most admired, prudence, temperance, and forti-
tude) ; they are to be seen, among other instances, on the
trappings of his charger in Gozzoli's fresco in the Medici
chapel43 Piero chose a falcon holding a diamond ring; but
as his time was so short, it is less often met with than the
others; it is to be seen on the lavabo in the inner part of
the Old Sacristy in San Lorenzo. Lorenzo assumed as his
crest thiee (sometimes four) diamond rings interlaced, the
diamond, as not yielding to fire or blows, signifying in-
domitable strength, and the ring, eternity. And certainly
nothing was more appropriate to Lorenzo's character than a
device symbolising enduring, indomitable strength. His device
is to be seen on the dress of the figure representing himself
in Botticelli's Pallas and the Centaur. All three, Cosimo,
Piero, and Lorenzo, used the motto "Semper." It is to be
seen combined with Cosimo's peacock's feathers on the trap-
pings of his charger in Gozzoli's fresco, combined with
Piero's falcon and diamond ring on the lavabo in the Old
Sacristy, and round the ornamental border of the chapel in
the Medici Palace. These private crests are important as
often assisting to determine the date of various works, espe-
cially in conjunction with the diverse number of balls in
the family arms already noted.

LUCREZIA TORNABUONI

The wives of Giovanni di Bicci and Cosimo Pater Patriae
had not been of any particular note intellectually; in the
case of Lucrezia Tornabuoni, the wife of Piero il Gottoso, it
was otherwise. She was one of the most accomplished women
of that age. She belonged to a family who were formerly
nobles of the name of Tornaquinci, but had changed their